Homily Loyola Chapel 
The Mass of the Holy Spirit 
Sept. 27, 1981 


I. Context of the Homily 
a. universal church ~ theme conversion of heart 
beaapp lication tom, Concordia 


1. place - university 
2. time - beginning of school year 


II Ezekiel 18: 25-28 


When a4. © .persen renounces integrity death follows 


When & person 7 renounces sin life follows 


a. a¥irst thing: renountiation involves a conversion of heart 
b. renunciation has power to bring death or life ( different kinds) 
ec. need right kind of renounciation 
d. at beginning of school year: what do we want to renounce? 
what kind of coversion of heart are we seeking? 


e. the key here is integrity . What is it? 


passage from ST. Paul helpful here 


i Te St. Paul letter to the Philippians 2: 1-11 


" If our life in Christ means anything to you,” 
then be united in your convictions and in your love,... 


with a common mrpose and a common mind. 


There is to be no competition among you, no conceit " 


a 


a. integrity can be interpreted in the Teh te 6 feet hate 
view and in the context of the university 


1. common purpose and common mind » united convictions 
and united love...in the - Search eoritiacuthie 


a. not mean everone agree , but that they have 
the clear goal of search for truth 


b. guard against the disillusion of this goal 
into the sheer greed for knowledge 


c. Christ has been revealed as The Truth ( the way, 
the lige and the truth). 7, : 


d. how is Christ specifically revealed in the 
context of - 1 @ specific university? 
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f. for teachers alto the challange of teaching 
- to awaken in students the love of truth 


- to precipate a conmersion of heart towards 
the love of truth 
» - to receive all students as Christ 


Merguerite Bourgeoys 


" It is the work ( most ) stuited to draw down the 

graces of God if it is done with purity of intention, 

without distinction between the poor and the rich, bewween 

relatives and friends and strangers, between the 

pretty and the ugly, the gentle and the grumblers, 

looking upon them all as paft of Christ's body)." 
reflects Concordia's heritage) 


g. integrity involves then the honest search 
for truth. escac 


tT 
h. If our life in Christ means anything to you, . 
then be united in your convictions and your 1@fe.. 
with a common purpose and a common mind." 


2% There is to be no competition among you, no conceit. " 


a. the challanges and difficulties ofthe gift 
of intelligent minds. 

b. capable of seeking and finding truth 

Ce. dqually capable of abusing this gift by 
contentious argumentation, delight in 
dominating others * . ~ ‘in discussion, and 
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CH'SBREEPS SBdyoHougTss finding 


LV, 


—3- 


" Tf our life in Christ means anything to you...then 
ad. integrity then demands the renounciation of the spirit 
of competition, or the spirit of conceit. 
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e. of inversely to renounce integrity, by allowing pur minds 
to be taken over by competition and conceit leads to a kind 
of death. 
f. therefore a conversion of heart demands aneffort of the 
will, a continuous effort, to engage in the search for 
truth in the spirit of cooperation and mutual respect. 


The Gospeal according to St. Matthew 21: 28-32 


The story of the two sons: 


said yes, but acted no 
said no,but acted yes. 


a. Christ concluded from this papable that the act was more 


important than the word, 


b. Pope John Paul has reaffirmed this teaching recently in 


his philosophical work entited The Acting Person 


" For us action reveals the person," 


c. in the academic life , the gifts of mind, being so powerful, 


can become detached from the whole person. " Think and say 
one thing, and do the opposite" 


' joke in philosophy that teachers of ethics are frequently 
the most immoral people' 


therefore the call to integrity, is a call to integration 

of mind, body, and spirit. Disintegritation of fragmentation 

of the self leads to a kind of stagnation or death in the 
self. 


inversely, the effort of will ‘ta integration leads to life. 


takes practice, failures, and overcomings. especially 

willingness to begin again . 

the priority of action, esxrsxsakedxbyx@arxskyxindicates the 
essential communal dimension of the call to be a follower 
of Christ. The person is revealed within a communal 
context. 
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h. the particular context at Concordia is of ' the struggle 


to be a follower of Christ in a secular university. 


4) Bere Bro ( post Christian world ) offers a 
different challange from pre christian world 


@.. The world has antibodies against Christianity 
a kind of vaccination . 


3. Therefore takes a greater effort to work towards 
integrity in own life as well as a greater effort 
to work towards a communal dimension of Christian 
deere 


4, Conversion of heart then demands 
a. renunciation of certain things ( the spirit of 
competition and conceit) 


b. choice of others ( the goal of the honest 
search for truth 


c. and practice of integrity daily in our particular 
communal contexts 
i in the class romm 
ii. departmental meetings 
iii. student activitrxes. 


d. today have the oportunity to renew this challange 
and to pray for the help of the One who has 
called us on this path 
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4. at the Mass of the Holy Spirit can’ 
pray for help in this conversion of heart 
and make an att of will to begin anew 
during this academic year 


2. then during the year if this prayer is 
aided by the overcoming of failure 
through the sacrament of gonfess:.on 


3. and strengthened by the gift of Christ 
to V1 us in the Eucharist 


4, then we may even be able fromtime tot ime 
to be the child who even says ' yes' and 
does 'yes' to the will of the Father. 


